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purpose. Undoubtedly the Tunca-Puncu was partly
in ruins when the Dons arrived at Tiahuanacos and
if so the Spaniards could have obtained only those
staples which were exposed and accessible. But
there must have been hundreds of the silver keys
buried under the massive stones and used in the
foundations of the building. 'No doubt they still re-
main there, as secure from molestation beneath those
one-hundred-ton blocks of sandstone as though in a
safe deposit vault.
Originally the Place of Ten Doors must have been
a beautiful and ornate structure, for fragments of
sculptured stone are scattered everywhere. In every
case, however, the designs are formed of straight
lines, squares and severe but graceful geometrical
forms. On many the carving is in bas-relief, in as
many more it is incised,, but in every case there is
no slightest flaw in the true, sharp, mathematical
accuracy of the stone-cutting. Occasionally a stone
is seen with the swastika design, and crosses are very
numerous. Much controversy has been aroused over
these, but it must be remembered that the swastika
is one of the most ancient designs known to human
beings, and that simple crosses are even older. In
some cases, too, it is evident that these deeply cut,
cross-shaped niches were designed to hold timbers or
even stone lintels or slabs, and several fragments of
stone have been found with the ends accurately cut
to fit the niches.
Perhaps the most puzzling objects among these
ruins are two immense stone disks or wheels which I
discovered on my last visit to Tiahuanaco. One of
these is completely buried under the fallen masses of